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Sigmund Eisner
Starting out as a peddler,
Eisner became a successful
uniform manufacturer and
amassed a large fortune
at his clothing factory
in Red Bank.
(See article “From Peddler
to Philanthropist” on page 4.)
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Co-Presidents’ Message
As the Museum’s 10th Anniversary year draws to a close, we would
like to thank everyone who helped celebrate and recognize this
milestone with their participation and generous gifts. In particular,
we applaud the Fundraising Events Committee Co-Chairs, Phyllis
Solomon and Helene Cohen, and their committee members for their
efforts in coordinating the 10th Anniversary Gala Brunch in April, and
Program Committee chair Gloria Berman, and her committee for
organizing another year filled with well-received, interesting,
informative, and entertaining programs. There have been other
successes during the year as well, including a program for religious
and day schools (see the article on page 14 for more details)
organized by Susan Helfand, Chair of the Children’s Education
and Events Committee, with Gloria Berman and Vic Schioppo.
We want to thank the Board and committee members for their
ongoing commitment.
In 2016, members saw the inauguration of the Museum’s Life and
Legacy program, established with the guidance of the Jewish
Federation and the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. Thanks to their
support, the Museum will receive a $7,500 cash grant if we receive
18 commitments before March 1, 2016, and another $7,500 grant if
we receive 18 additional commitments before March 2017. This
program ensures the continuity of the Museum and its work for
generations to come by endowment building through Legacy
giving. These are not gifts that must be paid now or even in the near
future. Instead it is simply a commitment to leave a legacy gift
through wills, estate plans, or by beneficiary designation. Also, to
build additional financial support for the Museum’s current needs,
including adding staffing, the Museum has been fortunate to meet
volunteer Evett Shulman, who brings expertise in the area of grant
writing and development. In a short time, she has helped to apply
for two new grants, and is actively seeking more opportunities. Evett
has also joined the Museum’s Legacy team.
Looking ahead to 2017, two significant events are in the planning
stages: in the spring, the installation of the Museum’s core exhibit, a
permanent Timeline (see page 14 for more information); and in
September the installation of an exhibit honoring the 100th
Anniversary of Congregation Sons of Israel. It is hoped that this
exhibit will be the first of several such exhibits focusing on the
history of congregations in the County. There is a treasure trove of
information about the people, places and events which have shaped
the local Jewish community, and the Museum’s mission to explore
and preserve it, will keep the activities coming for the next ten years,
and decades beyond.
All of these efforts, and others noted in this issue of Heritage
Highlights are moving the Museum along a path of achieving
measurable goals: to expand the Museum’s visibility and outreach; to
improve the Museum’s operations with the addition of staffing;
to improve exhibits, collections and their management; to improve
opportunities for financial growth and stability; and to enhance the
visitor experience and enhance our use of space. We hope that
visitors will see growth and change in the coming year.
Alice Berman
Jeffrey Wolf
Co-Presidents
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Fundraising at the Museum

audiences as they dance and sing along to four
decades of incredible, unforgettable songs.

The Museum’s Fundraising Events Committee is
tasked with planning events that will attract
existing and potential new members, build
relationships with those who feel a passion for the
Museum’s mission and may become supporters.
Our committee is always open to new ideas that
will be of interest to everyone.

Join us on June 11, 2017 - you will be in for a
treat! The proceeds from this event will benefit
the Permanent Timeline and will enhance the
appearance of the Museum’s public space.
While it does take a lot of work and planning,
these Fundraising events provide an opportunity
for the Jewish Heritage Museum to greet guests
and build interest and commitment. More
importantly, it provides an opportunity to seek new
members and community leaders who understand
the value of supporting and preserving this
Museum for now, and future generations who can
learn about 300 years of the local Jewish
community through the Timeline, programs, and
lectures, and much more.

So far this year we have held the Musical Night at
the Museum on November 12th, that provided our
guests with an evening of a variety of music
performed
by Alan
Wasserman,
Sigmund
Sattenspiel, and friends, Tom Scrico, Bryan Haring,
Jeff Kohnberg, John Thompson, and Alan Wilkov,
along with wine, cheese and desserts served in a
cabaret setting. This successful event played to a
standing-room crowd, and the proceeds were
earmarked to help fund the Museum’s soon-to-be
installed permanent exhibit, a Timeline: Journey to
Monmouth, A 300-year History which is planned for
installation in the spring of 2017.

- Phyllis Chancey Solomon
Co-Chair, Fundraising Events

Next, the second annual Holiday Boutique took
place on Sunday, Dec 4th. A variety of vendors
sold anything one might want to purchase for gifts
for the holiday season: crafts, artwork, hand
painted silk scarves, cosmetics, knit sweaters,
and jewelry both beaded and crafted. The Museum
still has vintage Mah Jong sets available for
purchase as well. A chance auction of a dozen gift
baskets generated funds for the Timeline and
proceeds from this event will also help fund
Museum operations.

Musical
Night
at the
Museum

This spring’s main Fundraising event will be The

Real Diamond: The Premier Neil Diamond
Tribute scheduled for Sunday, June 11, 2017 at

L. to R. Alan Wasserman
And Dr. Sig Sattenspiel

7:00 PM. The program will be held at the Monroe
Township Senior Center in Monroe Township
inviting our members and friends from both
Monmouth and Middlesex Counties. The Real
Diamond is dedicated to providing audiences with
the spirit, sounds, and look of Neil Diamond. The
Atlantic Highland Herald,
said in its review,
“The group performs
note-for-note renditions
of Diamond’s greatest
hits. It is evident from
the performers’ education
and experience that
they are true musicians
whose passion has
run deep and filled
their lives.” The Real
Diamond has
been
The Real Diamond
starring
dazzling
and
amazing
Curtis DiDomizio

Alan Wasserman and Dr. Sig Sattenspiel at the piano with
Bryan Haring, Jeff Kohnberg, Thomas Sciro, Alan Wilkov, and
John Thompson
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“From Peddler to Philanthropist”
Museum’s New German Jewish History Exhibit
Premiered at Monmouth County Library Headquarters

Ten of the many Famous Jews who spent summers
on the Jersey Shore
Photos of the very first synagogues established in
Monmouth County in Keyport and Long Branch

firm. Another local German Jew was John
Steinbach,
who
built
several
Steinbach’s
department stores in shore towns within
Monmouth, starting with the first store that opened
in the late 1800s. The exhibit presents stories of
many other German Jews who came, settled
here, and helped build the Monmouth County
Jewish community.

A brand new exhibit was installed by the Exhibits
Committee at the Manalapan Headquarters of the
Monmouth County Library. Arranged in three large
glass cabinets, it was displayed at the library
throughout the month of November 2016. The
Museum’s History Committee is in the process of
arranging several other venues within Monmouth
County to display this exhibit in the coming year so
that community members will have other
opportunities to enjoy this exhibit.
Entitled “From Peddler to Philanthropist – The
Story of the German Jews of Monmouth County,”
the exhibit features the story of the German Jews
who settled in Monmouth in the 1800s and built
businesses, communities, and synagogues.
One major personality was Sigmund Eisner,
who immigrated from Germany, settled in Red
Bank, and built
a
uniform manufacturing
company that clothed
the U.S. Armed Forces
for many years and
through
two
World
Wars. The company
supplied uniforms to the
Boy Scout organization
as well. The exhibit
graphically presents photos
of his factory, his
Authentic army hat and military
home,
and
actual uniform
buttons manufactured by
uniform
artifacts the Eisner Company in Red Bank
manufactured by his

One example of philanthropic work done by German Jews
in New Jersey; establishment of a facility to treat children
with tuberculosis

The second important story within the exhibit is
that of the wealthy German-Jewish financiers and
industrialists who spent their summers in elegant
mansions on Monmouth’s Jersey Shore – primarily
Long Branch and Elberon - during the late 19th
and early 20th centuries. Most had their main
residences in Manhattan, close to their businesses.
The family names of these German Jews are
Continued on page 5
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Group of Diligent Volunteers Maintains Museum Office
Files and Historical Archives
For the past several years, Phyllis Schnall, Judi
Bernstein, and Arlene Lazar have been assisting
acting-archivist Jean Klerman in maintaining the
Museum’s printed and digital office files and
historical archives. Recently, they have been joined
by
Deanna
Wilson,
who,
working
with
Co-Presidents Alice Berman and Jeff Wolf, has
created a digital database of individual names and
organizations gleaned from existing folders. This
corps of conscientious volunteers is to be thanked
for contributing their time and energy in making
Museum materials readily accessible to the staff,
interested individuals, and scholars. Though our
historical collection is modest, it has already
proven its worth to the Timeline Exhibit
Committee. Organizing the Museum’s book
and audio-visual collections is another task waiting
to be addressed. Sid Marshall has already
done
prodigious
work
on
classifying the
Museum’s existing CD and DVD collection. In
August of
2016, summer intern Anna Reich
of Brandeis University, produced an Index to

the History articles of Heritage Highlights, the
Museum’s newsletter. As soon as our volunteers
can update the index, it will be added to the
Museum’s website.

L. to R. Archivists Phyllis
Schnall, Judi Bernstein,
Arlene Lazar and
Jean Klerman

Archivist
Deanna Wilson

Exhibit article
Continued from page 4

Embroidered gloves and jewelry roll that
belonged to the Seligman family

recognizable to many: Seligman, Loeb,
Schiff, Guggenheim, Straus, Rothschild,
Bloomingdale, Oppenheim, Lehman, and
Warburg. Some of their mansions still
exist, such as the Murray Guggenheim
summer home which is now the
Guggenheim Library at Monmouth University
in Long Branch.
The exhibit continues by focusing on the
philanthropic work of the German Jews of
Monmouth, such as the Preventorium
established by Nathan Straus (of Macys/
Abraham & Straus) to care for children
with tuberculosis, the Monmouth Medical
Center’s wings established by the
Wimpfheimer and Eisner families, and
other stories of generous giving by the
wealthy German Jewish families.

Please remember the
Jewish Heritage Museum
of Monmouth County
in your will, estate plan or
by beneficiary designation.
Please contact the Museum
at 732-252-6990 for
To createmore
your information.
Jewish legacy, contact the Museum
If you missed seeing the exhibit at the Manalapan Library,
check the Museum’s website regularly to see where it is
showing next.
- Bella Scharf Zelingher
Chair,
Exhibits Committee
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In Memory of Joel Rosenbaum:
Prolific Railroad Scholar, Author,
and Contributing Member of the
JHMOMC History Committee
The Jewish Heritage Museum is greatly saddened to
report the death this past November of History
Committee member and Eatontown resident Joel
Rosenbaum. Although housebound for the latter
part of his 72 years, Joel kept in steady contact with
the Committee by phone and email, contributing
articles to the Museum’s newsletter Heritage
Highlights and conducting numerous on-line
research projects for the Committee.
Joel’s interest in railroads and railroad history
emerged in childhood while he was a Boy Scout and
continued to blossom throughout his adulthood
resulting in his authoring a prodigious number
of articles and books on various aspects of railroad
history. His article, “Working On the Railroad:
Jewish Trainmen with Monmouth Connections”
appeared in the Fall 2014 issue of Heritage Highlights.
Joel’s service as Chief Forecaster for the USAF in
Vietnam earned him the rank of Captain and the
National Distinguished Service Medal, Vietnam
Service Medal, and Republic of Vietnam Campaign
Medal. He described his
military mission and other
facts about the war in his
article
on
the
“40th
Anniversary of the End of
the Vietnam War,” which
appeared in the Spring 2015
issue of Heritage Highlights.
He further distinguished
himself in his peacetime
career as a respiratory
therapist supervisor at
Bayshore Hospital.
Joel’s article, ”Leon Hess:
From a Kosher Butcher
One of Joel Rosenbaum’s
Shop in Asbury Park to a
many books,
The Seashore’s Finest Train: Major Oil Company” was
published in the Fall 2016
The Blue Comet
Heritage Highlights. Copies
of Heritage Highlights are available on-line on the
Museum’s website www.jhmomc.org.

- Jean Klerman
Co-Chair History Committee

Remembering the
American Freedom Train
The recent presidential election was one of most
bitter and divisive events in all American history.
At such a time, it is important to remember, in
the words of Rabbi Louis Finkelstein’s expression,

“the things that unite us:” the shared values and
ideals that have always made the United States
such a great nation.
Forty years ago, during the celebration of the
American Bicentennial, such a reminder of values of
American freedom traveled across the United States
for more than a year and a half. It was called the
American Freedom Train, and it was viewed by
approximately seven million people as it traveled to
all 48 contiguous states. The ten exhibition cars of
the American Freedom Train and the two showcase
cars contained more than 500 artifacts ranging from
George Washington’s personal copy of the US
Constitution to John F. Kennedy’s rocking chair, and
Martin Luther King’s Bible.
On Labor Day weekend, 1976, the American
Freedom Train came to Monmouth County and was
available for visitors on the railroad tracks just north
of the Bradley Beach/Neptune train station. My
wife Ruth and I joined thousands of visitors to
board the train and view the exhibits via a “moving
sidewalk” that led people through the exhibition
cars. There was much Jewish interest on the train
as well, such as the original manuscript of Emma
Lazarus’s great sonnet, “The New Colossus,” which
she wrote about the meaning of the Statue of
Liberty. There were artworks by Jewish artists such
as Jack Levine and Alex Katz, the conductor Eugene
Ormandy’s baton which he used to lead the
Philadelphia Orchestra, and even the comedian Jack
Benny’s famous violin!
Viewing the American Freedom Train was an
unforgettable experience, one that I have always
treasured. At this divisive time in the history of our
nation, the memory of the American Freedom Train
is a powerful reminder of the “things that unite us,”
and an important lesson for us all.
Rabbi Robert Fierstien
Co-Chair History Committee
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On the Road

* “The Faces of Genius: Jewish American
Nobel Laureates in Science and Medicine”
75 minutes

with the

For more information about these programs or to
volunteer, call the Museum (732-252-6990).

Speakers Bureau

- Barbara Michaels
Chair, Speakers Bureau

Back in 2010 there was some disagreement as to
whether the Museum outreach warranted a
Speakers Bureau. The passage of time has indicated
that indeed it was warranted.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN
AND THE JEWS
Special Lecture by
Dr. Robert E. Fierstien

Since then our programs have become very
popular with organizations and clubs in Monmouth
County and beyond. We have presented programs
in Ocean, Mercer, and Middlesex Counties as well.
In fact, we have become the “go-to” resource
when programs are needed.

Most people would agree that two of the greatest
American Presidents were George Washington and
Abraham Lincoln. While Washington had very
limited – though highly significant – contacts with
the small Revolutionary-era Jewish community,
Lincoln throughout his adult life had
extensive
contacts with Jewish people, for the American
Jewish community numbered some 150,000 people
at the time of the Civil War.

Thank you to the dedicated volunteers who make
these programs possible: Marc Diament, Jean
Klerman, Fran Lynn, Sid Marshall, Hilda Mesnick,
Loretta Rosen, and Simon Zelingher.
The Speakers Bureau always encourages anyone
who wishes to nurture his or her public speaking
genes to volunteer to become a program leader
(scripts are provided), and we are always in need
of people to set up and operate the equipment.
We need your talents and abilities!

On Wednesday, April 26, at 1:00 PM, Rabbi Dr.
Robert E. Fierstien, Adjunct Professor of Jewish
Studies at Stockton University, will present a
special lecture, “Abraham
Lincoln and the Jews,”
which will highlight not
only the Great Emancipator’s
personal relationship with
Jewish people, some of
whom he considered close
friends, but will also
demonstrate the significant
role that Lincoln played in
defending Jewish rights
and civil liberties during the
tumultuous Civil War years.

If you are aware of organizations that are looking
for programs, please let them know about our
presentations. Besides being very informative, they
also make communities aware of our gem of a
Museum and builds Museum membership.
Programs Available
* “Journey to Monmouth - From the Iberian
Peninsula (Spain and Portugal) to the New
World” 45 to 60 minutes

With the recent commemoration of the 150th
anniversary of the Civil War, there has been much
attention paid to the subject of Lincoln and the
Jews, especially in the works of historians such as
Jonathan Sarna and Gary Zola, and this topic was
the subject of a recent exhibit at the New York
Historical Society. Professor Fierstien’s special area
of expertise as an historian in 19th century
American Jewish History, and his talk, promises to
be fascinating and informative for us all.

* “The Story of the Jews in Monmouth
County: In Town, At the Shore, On the Farm”
30 minutes
* “18th Century Monmouth County Jews:
Colonial and Revolutionary Times”
30 minutes
* “The Jewish Newport at the Jersey Shore:
The History of the German Jews of
Monmouth County” 45 to 60 minutes

Lincoln and the Jews
Wednesday April 26, 2017
1 PM
$3 members, $5 non-members, students free

* “Louise Nevelson – Grand Dame of
American Sculpture” 45 minutes
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Jewish Nobel Prize Winners
Alfred Nobel became a millionaire when he was in
the dynamite business. He had hoped his invention
of dynamite would put an end to all wars; however,
by the time of his death in 1895, Nobel realized it
did just the opposite. Therefore, Nobel left his
fortune for the establishment of an award that
would acknowledge great achievements in the
fields of physics, chemistry, medicine, literature,
and peace.
There have been a
plethora
of
Nobel
recipients that were
Jewish; the latest is
this year’s winner of
literature, Bob Dylan.
This
determination
was made “for having
created new poetic
Bob Dylan
expressions within the
great American song tradition” (nobelprize). Bob
Dylan, nee Robert Allen Zimmerman, was born on
May 24, 1941, in Duluth, Minnesota. While
attending college, he started performing folk music,
using the name, Bob Dylan. Dylan is well known for
influential themes that appear in his music in the
pursuit of peace. Not only has Bob Dylan won the
Nobel Prize for Literature, but he is also the
recipient of a Grammy Award, Academy Award,
Golden Globe Award, and the Presidential Medal of
Freedom. Dylan has surely made his mark on
American popular music as well as established
himself in the strong anti-war movement.
According to Jinfo.org, there have been “at least
197 Jews and people of half – or three-quarters –
Jewish ancestry that have been awarded the Nobel
Prize, accounting for 22% of all individual recipients
worldwide between 1901 and 2016….” In the field
of Chemistry, there have been 36 Jewish prize
winners, or 21% of the total winners. In the field of
Economics, there have been 30 Jewish prize
winners, or 38% have been awarded to Jews. In
Literature, there have been 15 Jewish prize
winners, or 13%. Additionally, in the field of Peace,
9 prize winners have been Jewish, or 9% of the
world total. In Physics, 52 prize winners, or 26%
have Jewish roots. And, in the field of Medicine, 55
prize winners have been of Jewish descent, or 26%
of the world total (Jinfo). All of this, is an
impressive fete. Some of the most notable Jewish
Nobel Prize winners include Henry Kissinger,
Menachem Begin, Elie Wiesel, Shimon Peres, and
Yitzhak Rabin. Furthermore, Albert Einstein won in
the field of Physics.
Albert Einstein was
born March 14,
1879, in Germany.
After
being
a
target of the Nazis,
Einstein immigrated
Albert Einstein

to the United States in 1933. Einstein is best known
for developing the general theory of relativity and
is still considered one of the all-time influential
physicists. The Nobel Prize motivation for Albert
Einstein’s award is stated as, “…for his services to
Theoretical Physics, and especially for his discovery
of the law of the photoelectric effect”(nobelprize).
The field that Albert Einstein won the recognition
for was theoretical physics and he received his
award in 1922. Obviously, Einstein made many
more contributions to the field of science in the
years after this. To this day, Einstein is still world
renowned for all of his discoveries in the sciences.
Elie Wiesel was a Holocaust
survivor and later became
one of the world’s strongest
champions in the fight
against
indifference.
As
Nobelprize.org states, “For
the world to remember and
learn from the Holocaust is
not Elie Wiesel’s only goal. It
is equally important to fight
indifference and the attitude
that ‘it’s no concern of
Elie Wiesel
mine.’ Elie Wiesel sees the
struggle against indifference as a struggle for
peace. In his words, ‘The opposite of love is not
hate, but indifference.’”
Henry Kissinger was born in
Germany on May 27, 1923
and came to the United
States in 1938. Although
Kissinger chose not to accept
the award in person, he
wanted to note that the
Nobel Peace Prize awards a
purpose rather than a
person. This purpose is
the journey of establishing
peace. Kissinger is known for
Henry Kissinger
peace talks during the
Vietnam War era.
In 1978, Menachem Begin
of Israel, was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize. Born in
Poland, on August 16,
1913, Begin achieve world
acknowledgement
and
respect. In 1977, Begin
became Israel’s prime
minister. In this position,
Begin fought for peace
with his Arab neighbors.
Menachem Begin
Begin was the co-winner of
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1978, for the conclusion of
the peace treaty between Israel and Egypt.
Continued on page 9
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Nobel Prize Winners
Continued from page 8

The Nobel Peace Prize was a
shared award in 1994 presented
to Israel Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin, Shimon Peres, and
Yassar Arafat. Shimon Peres was
born in 1923, on the same date
as Begin, August 16th. Peres
was also a prime minister of
Israel. In 1993, Peres worked
Shimon Peres
secretly to negotiate peace
between Israelis and Palestinians.
This resulted in the Oslo Accords, a process to
establish peace.
In awarding the shared prize, The Nobel committee
stated it was given, “…for their efforts to create
peace in the Middle East (nobelprize).
The Nobel Prize was established
with hope and peace in mind.
Throughout the years, it has
encouraged and acknowledged just
that. It is just incredible that so
many recipients have been of the
Jewish faith.
Sources: NobelPrize.org and Jinfo.org.
- Carol L. Fox
Co-Chair, Publications Committee

Pianist Carolyn Enger has achieved considerable
success as both a performing and recording artist.
She has a special gift for creating original and
intriguing programs, and Mischlinge Exposé is no
exception.
In this program Carolyn weaves a
multimedia tapestry around a little-known aspect
of the Holocaust: “the Mischlinge,” a derogatory
Nazi term for those neither fully Jewish nor fully
Aryan. The program vividly illustrates what it was
like to live between worlds in Germany in the
first half of the 20th century. As a musician with
German-Jewish origins, Carolyn will explore the
history behind the Mischlinge and bring to life the
stories of her father and godmother who were both
labeled Mischlinge by the Nazis. Carolyn will
interweave video and audio testimony from
her father and godmother with the music of
German-Jewish composers from the period just
before World War II.
Carolyn Enger has gained critical acclaim for her
lyrical and dynamic playing, her deeply felt
interpretations of works from Beethoven and
Schubert to contemporary music, and her warm
personal approach. Her album of Ned Rorem’s
Piano Album I and Six Friends was selected by the
New York Times as one of their “Best In Classical
Recordings in 2013.” She has performed in many
venues including New York’s Carnegie Hall, as well
as the Bruno Walter Auditorium, and the National
Gallery of Art in Washington, DC.

In Memoriam
The Jewish Heritage Museum of
Monmouth County is saddened to hear of
the passing of Charlotte Kruman. She
was a co-founder and first co-president
of the Museum.

We are proud to bring this marvelous program to
our Museum; so please join us on February 26 th and
share the excitement of this special event.
Please review our complete listing of Spring
Programs in this issue of Heritage Highlights which
provides details of all of our upcoming programs.

CAROLYN ENGER, Pianist
comes to JHMOMC in a
SPECIAL PERFORMANCE
The
Jewish
Heritage
Museum of Monmouth
County has always, and
will continue to present
special programs that reflect
on global historical events
which have affected the
lives of Jewish residents of
Monmouth County and
beyond. With this in mind,
on Sunday, February 26th
at 2PM, the Museum will
present Carolyn Enger’s
Mischlinge Exposé.

- Vic Schioppo
- Co-Chair, Program Committee
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Jewish Connections

The United States Air Force Academy
Colorado Springs, Colorado
Upon leaving the building, a digital sign informs one
of “Jewish Shabbat: Friday 7:00 PM and a Kiddush
dinner afterward.”
It is exhilarating to discover Judaic treasures
throughout our wonderful nation.

The United States Air Force Academy Chapel
in Colorado Springs, Colorado

As each of us travels, it is always heartwarming to
visit a place that reminds us of who we are. The
United States Air Force Academy is well-known for
its gorgeous Chapel. This building houses several
individual chapels, some larger than others. The
Jewish Chapel is inspiring; it was built as “a circle
within a square.” The circle signifies “the global
mission of the Air Force and the everlasting
presence of G-d” (US Air Force Academy).
The Israeli Defense Forces donated the Jerusalem
stone for the floor. Stained glass and translucent
glass surround the room. Additionally, the art
depicts Biblical themes. One immediately notes the
rack with tallit stretched across it and the Eternal
Light that is over the Ark. The Eternal Light is
within three Stars of David. This Chapel, the
Synagogue, is the only chapel at the Academy that
provides individual chairs that seat up to one
hundred people.

Torah Scroll found in Poland

Source: United States Air Force Academy
- Carol Fox
Co-Chair, Publications Committee

Wanted: Old Photos for New Book
Left: Harry & Judith Witkin Cohen
at their July 10, 1949 wedding
Right: Feeding the chickens
Bottom: Ready to depart for a
honeymoon in Atlantic City
Harry and Judith Witkin - Cohen’s
wedding took place in the living
room of the bride’s family
farmhouse (shared by three
generations of Witkins) located
on 41 Ford Road in
Howell Township.

The Jewish Chapel

The Jewish Heritage
Museum is looking for
old images of Monmouth
Jewish life similar to
those of the Witkin Cohen family, pictured to the right, for its
forthcoming pictorial history book of Monmouth
County Jews. If you have any photos (the older the
better) and documents of Monmouth County,
individuals, families, businesses, and organizations,
please contact the Museum’s History committee.
- Jean Klerman
Co-Chair, History Committee

The most striking attraction is immediately outside
the Sanctuary. In the foyer is an encased Torah
that survived the Nazis. In 1989, it was found in a
warehouse in Poland, and it was donated to the
Jewish Chapel of the Air Force Academy in 1990. It
is “dedicated to the memory of all those who
fought against the Nazis” (US Air Force Academy). 10

The Jewish Heritage Museum has just celebrated its 10th anniversary and membership is growing!
Becoming a member and renewing membership, ensures that we will be here to achieve our mission and
goals. Membership to this “hidden jewel” in the community is essential to keeping our Jewish heritage
alive.
Please support the Museum by completing this membership form and return it today! Volunteer, visit, and
attend programs, but become a member first. Thank you.
-Helene Cohen
Chair, Membership Committee

Jewish Heritage Museum of Monmouth County
310 Mounts Corner Drive, Freehold, NJ 07728
732-252-6990

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY
BASIC Membership

___ Individual
___ Family
___ Institutional
___ Senior (age 65)/Student

$20.00
$36.00
$40.00
$18.00

ENHANCED Membership - includes the Basic Membership level of your choice (select above) with your
enhanced level (check below) of the Museum. Thank you for your support!

___
___
___
___
___

Supporter
Patron
Benefactor
Donor
Founder

$50
$100
$250
$500
$1000+

I have already remembered
The Jewish Heritage Museum
in my estate plan.
I would like information on
remembering The Jewish
Heritage Museum in my
estate plan.
Preserving the Past and Present
for the Future

Name_____________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________
City_____________________ State__________________ Zip Code ___________

Tel.#__________________________ E-mail______________________________
AMOUNT ENCLOSED: ___________________________
PLEASE MAIL THIS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION WITH YOUR PAYMENT TO:

JHMOMC, PO BOX 7078, FREEHOLD, NJ 07728
Or, to register online, go to www.jhmomc.org /membership

The JHMOMC is a tax exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and is handicapped accessible. Donations and Membership dues are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
Consult with a tax professional.
For office use only: CC _____ Type _________
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The Jewish Heritage Museum of Monmouth County
presents

An Afternoon at the Movies

Noodle

At thirty-seven, Miri is a
twice-widowed, El Al
flight attendant. Her
well-regulated existence
is
suddenly
turned
upside down by an
abandoned Chinese boy
whose migrant-worker
mother
has
been
deported from Israel.
The film is a touching
comic-drama in which
two human beings -as different from each
other as Tel Aviv is from
Beijing -- accompany
each
other
on
a
remarkable journey, one
that takes them both
back to a meaningful life.

Sunday, January 15, 2017

2 PM

Suggested Donation: $8 members
$10 non-members

The Children’s Program and Events Committee
of The Jewish Heritage Museum
of Monmouth County
presents
BAGEL MAKING HISTORY/HANDS ON
DEMONSTRATION

Sunday, January 29, 2017
1:30 PM

Children will learn about the history of bagel making
from Dean Ross, the Jewish Heritage Museum's very
own bagel maven and owner of Hole in One Bagel in
Neptune. The process of bagel making from start to
finish will be explained and children will have
hands-on experience with bagel dough. Each child
will leave with a goody bag of bagels
(KOSHER STYLE) and an appreciation for the history
of bagels and how bagels are made.

Ages 4 and up
$5 per child
The Jewish Heritage Museum of Monmouth County
presents

The Jewish Heritage Museum of Monmouth County
presents

Carolyn Enger’s Mischlinge Exposé

Alla
Axelrod
and
Friends
Join us for an afternoon of

This program is a multimedia tapestry around a
little-known aspect of the Holocaust: “the Mischlinge,” a
derogatory Nazi term for those neither fully Jewish nor
fully Aryan. Mischlinge Exposé brings to light the stories
of Mischlinge, interwoven with the music and writings of
prominent German Jewish converts and Mischlinge. It
features the music of German-Jewish-born composers
Felix Mendelssohn, Arnold Schoenberg, Alexander
Zemlinsky, and Hanns Eisler.

Love and Laughter in Song
as musical director Alla Axelrod, along with local
singing talents Marti Bookstein, Dorothy Dobkowski,
and Sam Levine, will take you on a wistful and
whimsical musical journey.
Jewish composers will be featured including: Dave
Frishberg, Allan Sherman, Tom Lehrer, Alan and
Marilyn Bergman, Melissa Manchester, Stephen
Sondheim, Marvin Hamlisch, and many others.

Sunday, February 12, 2017 2 PM

Sunday, February 26, 2017 2 PM

Snow date February 19th at 2 PM

Snow date June 25th at 2 PM

$18 members, $20 non-members

$10 members, $12 non-members
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The Jewish Heritage Museum of Monmouth County
presents

The Jewish Heritage Museum of Monmouth County
presents

Rabbi Brooks R. Susman

Steven Blush:

Rock Music Author
and Promoter

Is There Morality Only When There
Are Witnesses?

Rockers of the 1980s
Steven Blush has written three books
on the subject of Rock: American
Hardcore, (Feral House, 2001), a
history of the early-80s hardcore punk
scene; American Hair Metal, (Feral
House, 2006), a visual tribute
to big-haired rockers; and .45
Dangerous Minds, (Creation, 2005),
a collection of interviews with pop
culture's most notorious figures.
Blush wrote and produced the American Hardcore
documentary film (Sony Picture Classics, 2006), and
followed that with an expanded and revised Second
Edition of the American Hardcore book (Feral House,
2010).
His talk will focus on his knowledge and experiences
in the hardcore punk scene and the rockers he
has known.

Sunday, March 12, 2017 2 PM
$10 members, $12 non-members

The Museum will present
Rabbi Dr. Brooks R Susman,
a founding member of the
Museum, discussing the
question: Are we only moral
when someone is looking?
How do we define Justice?
Honor? Morality? What texts
and "isms" influence our
decisions? Would we, should
we, martyr ourselves for a
cause or belief? What does
Judaism teach? What does
our pluralistic history expect? Rabbi Sussman
will explore these questions on Sunday afternoon,
March 19th at 2 PM.

Sunday, March 19, 2017
2 PM
$8 members, $10 non-members

The Jewish Heritage Museum of Monmouth County
presents

The Jewish Heritage Museum of Monmouth County
presents

“The Living Sequel”

Amy Weinstein

Albert Long is…

Curator of the
National September 11 Memorial & Museum

as

The Legendary George Burns

Ms. Weinstein will talk about the mission
of the National September 11
Memorial & Museum and its
Monmouth County connection.

Albert Long is ……..The Legendary George Burns. At first
you are utterly amazed. As he slowly ambles to the
microphone, wearing his trademark black glasses and
El Producto cigar in hand, you rub your eyes in
disbelief. It is…..no, it can’t be…..but, it is. It’s all there:
the one liners, the reminiscences about Gracie, the catchy
songs. Be prepared to stroll down memory lane with this
tribute to one of the most beloved greats of
show business.

Sunday, April 23, 2017 2 PM
$10 members, $12 non-members
For more information or to make a paid
reservations to any of our events,
please call the Museum at 732-252-6990 or
visit our website at www.jhmomc.org.

Sunday, April 2, 2017, 2 PM
$10 members, $12 non-members
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Only paid reservations will be held at the Museum and
are non-refundable.

The JHMOMC’s
Permanent Timeline Exhibit

New Fund to support
Youth Programs Established

Get ready! The Permanent Timeline Exhibit is
coming!!! We are highly confident that in
the early/mid spring of 2017, the Timeline will
become reality.
As its title suggests, Three Centuries of Growth

With a generous gift from four key donors,
Bernard Hochberg, Edward Hadad, Ron Dana and
Peter Costanzo, the Jewish Heritage Museum has
created the L’dor Vador Fund (from generation
to generation). The donors recognized that
transportation can be a barrier to participation for
religious and days schools, so this fund is intended
to underwrite transportation costs for schools to
bring classes to programs at the Museum.
The first offering was
presented this fall to
students from seven schools, and over 225
students in grades 5-8 attended the play, “When
Words Fail, Music Speaks.” Written and performed
by Harlan Tuckman, this play is a beautiful
portrayal of Raphael Schacter, the doomed
musical conductor and his choir in the Terezin
concentration camp. The play centers around the
preparation and final performance of
Verdi’s
Requiem which was intended by the Nazis to mock
the prisoners, but may have turned out to foretell the
end of the Nazi regime.
Although this was a one act play written for an
adult audience, Harlan succeeded in adapting the
play for students at the 6-7-8th grade levels. He
made the play interactive, by having questions
prepared for students to ask during the
performance. In addition, all of the students in
attendance at each performance were encouraged
to ask their own questions at the end. Those Q&A
sessions generated fascinating conversation for
students, teachers, and Mr. Tuckman, alike.
Harlan's performances were thoughtful and
heartfelt, and he went the extra step to open each
performance with some historical background
about the setting of the story, about the
significance, and meaning of a requiem.
This program was a powerful beginning to what
the Museum hopes will be an ongoing outreach to
schools to develop programming that will be
meaningful to students and to ensure that they are
able to take field trips to the Museum without
concern for travel costs. The Museum, and the
schools, are deeply indebted to our L’dor Vador
donors for their generosity and inspiration for this
new Museum initiative.
- Susan Helfand
Chair, Children’s Education and Events Committee

and Change: A History of the Jews of Monmouth
County, this is a core exhibit that provides a 300

year history of Jewish presence and life in
Monmouth County, while also serving as a
springboard for future temporary exhibits and for
further research by the extended community on
topics related to local Jewish history and life. We
anticipate that this Exhibit will be a dynamic and
engaging environment for individuals, groups, and
community members at large to learn about the
many facets of the County’s Jewish heritage.
The Timeline has been “under construction” for
many years, but its final preparations have taken
place over the last twelve months. We are
indebted to our curator, Howard Green, and
designer, Keith Ragone.
We are especially
fortunate that Allen Shanosky of Applied Images in
Freehold is donating the fabrication for this final
exhibit. The Timeline content has been created by
Jean Klerman, Rabbi Robert Fierstien, and Marc
Diament, who is also a consultant on the exhibit’s
technology and electronic media, including a
genealogy section which will allow all community
members to enter their own family trees. This can
document the current and future members of the
Jewish community, carrying the Timeline, and
the story of the County’s Jewish heritage into
the future. Thanks to Bella Scharf Zelingher for
data storage and organization.
Look for announcements this spring of the
Timeline’s opening reception, and other events
celebrating its arrival at the Museum!

Members of the Timeline Development team at a recent working meeting,
(l. to r.) : Bella Scharf Zelingher, Chair, Exhibits Committee; Simon Zelingher,
Co-Chair, Timeline Team; Allen Shanosky, Exhibit Fabricator; Michael
Berman, Co-Chair Timeline Team; Keith Ragone, Exhibit Designer;
Howard Green, Content Curator. Missing from the picture: Jean Klerman,
and Rabbi Robert Fierstien, Co-Chairs History Committee;
Marc Diament, Chair Genealogy Committee

- Simon Zelingher and Michael Berman
Co-Chairs, Timeline Development Team 14

Harlan Tuckman
performing
“When Words Fail,
Music Speaks”
for children at the
JHMOMC

JHMOMC Calendar of Events, Winter/Spring 2017 Programs
Sun. Jan. 15

2:00 PM Movie: Noodle
Suggested Donation: $8 members, $10 non-members

Sun. Jan. 29

1:30 PM

Bagel Making History/Hands-On Demonstration

Sun. Feb. 12

2:00 PM

Music, Love and Laughter

Children’s Program presentred by Dean Ross
$5 per child

Alla Axelrod and Friends
$18 members, $20 non-members

Snow date February 19th at 2 PM

Sun. Feb. 26

2:00 PM

Mischlinge Exposé

A multi-media presentation by pianist Carolyn Enger
$10 members, $12 non-members
Snow date June 25th at 2 PM

Sun. Mar. 5

TBA

Make Your Own Purim Groggers

Children’s program presented by Diane Jarrett
Details are forthcoming. Watch our website for more information.

Sun. Mar. 12

2:00 PM

Rockers of the 1980s

Sun. Mar. 19

2:00 PM

Is There Morality Only When There Are Witnesses?

Sun. Apr. 2

2:00 PM

The Legendary George Burns

Sun. Apr. 23

2:00 PM

The Mission of the 9/11 Museum and
its Monmouth County Connection

Presented by author and promoter Steven Blush
$10 members, $12 non-members
A discussion led by Rabbi Brooks Susman
$8 members, $10 non-members

Albert Long as George Burns
$10 members, $12 non-members

A talk by Amy Weinstein, Curator of the National September 11
Memorial & Museum $10 members, $12 non-members
Wed. Apr. 26

1:00 PM

Abraham Lincoln and the Jews
A talk by Rabbi Robert Fierstien
$3 members, $5 non-members, students free

Look for these Future Events
Sun. Jun. 11

11:00 AM
7:00 PM

The JHMOMC Annual Meeting
The Real Diamond (at the Monroe Township Senior Center)
See article on page 3

Watch for the opening of our Permanent Timeline Exhibit, occurring Spring 2017
For more information or to make a paid reservations to any of our events,
please call the Museum at 732-252-6990 or visit our website at www.jhmomc.org.
Maximum capacity is 100. Paid reservations are recommended.
Only paid reservations will be held at the Museum and are non-refundable.
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Jewish Heritage Museum Of
Monmouth County
P.O. Box 7078,
Freehold, NJ 07728

The JHMOMC is a registered 501 (c)(3)
not-for-profit organization
and is handicapped accessible.

Join with the Jewish Heritage Museum in honoring and memorializing your family
members by purchasing an engraved Heritage Brick that will be placed in the courtyard
in front of the Museum. Your purchase of a Heritage Brick will help fund new programs,
projects, and exhibits. It will also provide resources to develop a collection of artifacts
and archives documenting the County’s Jewish communities; and it will make it possible
to improve services and educational programming throughout the year.
The JHMOMC is a jewel in the Jewish community and benefits the community at large.
The unique inspirational stories of Monmouth County Jews are very much the story of
America. Your purchase of a Heritage Brick will help preserve these stories and your
family’s place in the community for generations to come.
A Heritage Brick can be purchased to honor or remember a loved one, announce the birth
of a child, commemorate an anniversary, graduation, or special event, or even publicize a business. The possibilities are as
varied as the stories the JHMOMC is dedicated to telling.
Thank you for your support as together we tell the story of the Jewish experience in Monmouth County.
The cost of each Heritage Brick is $136. Please allow 8 – 10 weeks for the custom engraving and installation of your Brick.
You will be notified when your Brick has been installed. Please make checks payable to The JHMOMC, complete the order
form below and send it to: The JHMOMC, PO Box 7078, Freehold, NJ 07728 .
- - Detach Here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Heritage Brick Order Form-

- - - - - -Please feel free to copy this form. - - - -

Name_______________________________________________ Phone#____________________
Address________________________________________________________________________

State___________________ Zip_____________
Email___________________________________________ #of Bricks ordered_______________
Please print clearly using one box per character with a 3 line maximum.
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